HE SEX TRADE is a market principally for male consumption of female "sexual services." There are, of course, prostitution markets for male consumption of male-and transgendered-provided sexual sex acts, as well as female consumers of male-and female-provided sex acts. 2 Nevertheless, as researchers have explained:
The most obvious generalization that can be made is that in all societies and periods that have been examined, institutionalized prostitution has been aimed at a male clientele and the overwhelming majority of prostitutes have been women. Though male prostitutes have existed in many societies, they have primarily served other males whose sexual preference was males or who turned to fellow males in special circumstances where there was a lack of contact with women. Only occasionally has the male prostitute who serviced a female clientele been mentioned in literature; to document the existence of such individuals on any scale has been impossible. 3 One's philosophical view of prostitution is at the crux of any discussion of the commercial sex trade. There are two primary views: 1) that prostitution exemplifies female equality with men, and the contrasting view, 2) that prostitution is a system of female inequality and male domination. Those subscribing to the first view are often described as sex work advocates. Those holding the second are often referred to as Radical Feminists or Abolitionists.
Sex Work View
The sex work view has three primary tenants: 1) that many women freely choose prostitution, 2) that prostitution should be viewed and respected as legitimate work, and 3) that it is a violation of a woman's civil rights to be denied the opportunity to support oneself as a "sex worker." 4 This perspective accepts sex as a public commodity that can be purchased through contractual agreements for the exchange of sex acts in return for something of value.
Advocates of this view make a distinction between "free or voluntary" and "forced" prostitution. 5 In so doing, sex work advocates acknowledge that at least some prostitution may involve coercion, exploitation, or violence, but maintain that not all prostitution is inherently exploitive and that "choosing" to prostitute in a "non-coercive" context is the realization of a woman's sexual autonomy and agency. 6
Abolitionist
In stark contrast, the Abolitionist view holds that human sexual relations devoid of intimacy, mutuality of pleasure, reciprocity of affection, and genuine consent are inherently dehumanizing. 7 As the noted legal scholar Catherine MacKinnon has observed, this means that "Where sex is mutual, it is its own reward." 8 Joe Parker puts it this way:
Real sexual relationships are not hard to find. There are plenty of adults of both sexes who are willing to have sex if someone treats them well, and asks. But there lies the problem. Some people do not want an equal, sharing relationship. They do not want to be nice. They do not want to ask. They like the power involved in buying a human being who can be made to do almost anything. 9
Rather than reflecting a mutual attraction, liking, affection, or concern for the other, "The sex purchased in prostitution is ingrained with narcissism, self-indulgence, and utilitarianism. It is drenched in predation. At its core, prostitution is about acquiring that which is not freely given." 10 As Rachel Moran explains:
Prostitution and rape are commonly distinguished by the logical fact that to buy something and to steal something are two different things; but when we consider that the sex bought in prostitution is the same type of sex stolen in rape, sex that is, as Kathleen Barry puts it: '. . . disembodied, enacted on the bodies of women who, for the men, do not exist as human beings, and the men are always in control'-it is then that we understand how deeply traumatising it is for the woman whose body is so used. When we understand that the sex paid for in prostitution shares so many of its characteristics with the sex stolen in rape, it makes sense that so many prostituted women make clear parallels between the two experiences. One woman described her experience of the sex of prostitution very succinctly when she referred to it as: 'Paid rape.' Canadian campaigner Trisha Baptis, who was first prostituted as a child, describes it as 'pay-as-you-go rape.' Another woman described it as 'like signing a contract to be raped' and I 7 Julia O'Connell Davidson, Prostitution, Power and Freedom (Cambridge Polity Press, 1998 Paid sex acts, then, necessarily violate human dignity because such exchanges are devoid of the essential hallmarks of healthy sexual relationships. Additionally, because commercial sex depends on some type of financial inducement to coerce a sexual exchange, payment for sex is considered a form of sexual coercion and abuse.
Thus, other forms of commercial sex-pornography, stripping, webcamming, etc.-because they involve financial inducement to obtain sex acts are forms of prostitution, and ergo, forms sexual exploitation. Together the enterprises which purvey commercial sex to consumers constitute systems of organized 12 sexual exploitation. Moreover, given that systems of organized sexual exploitation exist to cater to the fulfilment of male sexual wants, and that the majority of those used to satisfy those sexual wants are female, "the existence of prostitution presents a priori proof of women's inequality." 13 To Abolitionists, prostitution is ultimately the manifestation of men's choices and the male demand that women's bodies be sold as public sexual commodities. 14 Irrespective of the degree to which a woman may be exercising her autonomy in choosing to prostitute, Abolitionists consider prostitution harmful, in part because the harmful effects of an experience are not mitigated by the fact that an individual may or may not have chosen the experience. As has been explained:
Harm is different. It is an objective condition, not a way of feeling; to be harmed is to have one's interests set back, to be made worse off, to have one's circumstances made worse than they were or than they would be in the absence of the thing that's doing the harm. Whether a person is harmed or not does not depend on how she feels . . . . That something is chosen or consensual is perfectly consistent with its being seriously oppressive, abusive, and harmful-to oneself and/or to a broader group of which one is a member (e.g. women). 15 Consequently, this group does not utilize a prostitution taxonomy that creates classifications such as "voluntary" or "forced prostitution." Instead Abolitionists maintain that "Prostitution is ontologically a form of violence." 16 Therefore, the harm of prostitution is not restricted to the conditions by which it is carried out, but exists in the very carrying out of prostitution itself. 12 By "organized" I mean planned and controlled, frequently by powerful groups.
13 Jolin, ibid.
14 Miriam, ibid. Adopting the Abolitionist perspective, the remainder of this paper frames the full spectrum of commercial sex enterprises as supplying persons for the purpose of sexual exploitation. The consumers of sex from the persons these enterprises sell for sexual purposes constitute "the demand."
The Global Supply Chain of Organized Sexual Exploitation
According to Investopedia, "A supply chain is a network between a company and its suppliers to produce and distribute a specific product, and the supply chain represents the steps it takes to get the product or service to the customer." 17 It is important to recognize that, "supply chains include every business that comes in contact with a particular product . . . ." 18
The continuum of businesses comprising the commercial sex industry includes the following: pornography production and distribution enterprises, strip joints (including topless bars, as well as table and lap dancing), live-sex shows, peep shows, Internet-based (i.e., "virtual") prostitution, 19 escort or outcall services, prostitution/sex tour operators, and brothels (frequently operating behind fronts such as massage parlors, saunas, bathhouses, bars, cabarets, clubs, cinemas, beauty salons, barber shops, and restaurants), as well as pimp-facilitated, streetlevel prostitution. 20
Those profiting from this commerce in human beings sold for sex include not only those directly involved-such as sex traffickers (also referred to as pimps), strip club owners, brothel keepers, madams, and pornographers-but also a wide range of other parties such as the tourism industry, 21 restaurant owners, taxi drivers, security firms, accountants, lawyers, doctors, advertisers, portions of the public health sector, Internet service providers, as well as local, regional, and national governments. So, while the entities that comprise the global organized sexual exploitation supply chain may appear to be limited to the small-time operators of back alley brothels, sleazy bars, and seedy red-light districts, when one considers 17 Investopedia, "Supply Chain," n.d., http://www.investopedia.com/terms/s/supplychain.asp (accessed March 18, 2017) .
18 Ibid.
19 Including forms of Internet-facilitated prostitution such as so-called "sugar daddy" websites. the wide range of financial beneficiaries in the aggregate, we find powerful multinational, multifaceted "sex sectors." 22 These sectors can be so substantial in size that they contribute significantly to the GDPs of national governments. 23
Such industries, which often include both legal and illegal elements, exist around the world and are commonly referred to using innocuous terms such as the "sex trade," the "sex sector" and "commercial sex industry." However, what these entities really constitute is a global supply chain of organized sexual exploitation.
The essential and indispensable commodities in this industry are human beings-primarily females-whose bodies are sold for sex.
When viewed from a macro-economic perspective, prostitution has little to do with the decisions of individual women, and much to do with the commoditization and industrialization of female bodies to feed the male consumer demand for sex. The global network of enterprises constructed to meet this demand generates robust profits for those who own, manage, or work for businesses linked to these enterprises. For instance: ▪ Germany's decision to legalize prostitution has given rise to "flat-rate" brothels which allow sex buyers to have as much sex as they want with any of the women in the brothel for one price. When one such club opened, the management advertised, "Sex with all the women as long as you want, as often as you want and the way you want. Sex. Anal sex. Oral sex without a condom. Threeways. Group sex. Gang bangs." Police reported that about 1,700 sex buyers participated on the opening weekend. As many as 700 men stood in line outside the brothel. Later, sex buyers complained in Internet forums that the women were no longer fit for use after a few hours. 32
This supply chain of organized sexual exploitation exists to cater to and profit from one class of individual-male commercial sex buyers.
It takes a lot of $2, $100, $1000 commercial sex purchases to fuel a system generating billions of dollars in income, supporting a myriad of stakeholders, and bolstering national economies. Behind each of those transactions is an individual, most likely a man, who has decided that he is entitled to have what he wants, when he wants it, irrespective of the consequences to others. 33 As the quotes below from sex buyers reveal, the extent of their sexual callousness and sense of sexual entitlement can be breathtakingly raw and inhuman. Thus, we see that the global supply chain of organized sexual exploitation is a system which industrializes sex and robs the sex act of love, equality, and reciprocity of pleasure. It is a system that consents to the daily, serial sexual exploitation of millions of people. To the degree that we ignore it, tolerate it, or participate in it, 35 Ibid. we concede to the daily sexual exploitation for the abused, addicted, homeless, impoverished, marginalized, widowed, abandoned, and orphaned.
The Plan for Combating Demand
For a comprehensive discussion of the strategies and policies needed to combat the demand for commercial sex, please see the report commissioned by Demand Abolition conducted by Abt Associates, "Developing a National Plan for Eliminating Sex Trafficking." 49 In addition to the array of items set forth there, I wish to call particular attention to the following recommendations from the National Center on Sexual Exploitation's "Freedom from Sexploitation Agenda." 50 1) Of all the initiatives the U.S. government could undertake, none would have as broad and as instantaneous an impact on diminishing the global supply chain of organized sexual exploitation worldwide than this: Full decriminalization of prostitution transforms pimps and sex traffickers into "business entrepreneurs," and institutes a de facto right for men to buy women, men, and children for sex. Such laws do not protect the human rights of persons in prostitution, but guarantee that their dehumanization and exploitation will continue. 4) Finally, efforts to reduce the demand for commercial sex that are successful may result in diminished livelihood for those currently involved in the sex trade. Accordingly, approaches to curtailing demand must be accompanied by funding for programs to provide training, resources, and case management assistance to those in the commercial sex trade wishing to find alternative livelihood opportunities.
Conclusion
Those who engage in buying sex hurt others and themselves. Their behavior contributes to staggering amounts of human suffering, fuels criminal enterprises, and is the reason the global supply chain of organized sexual exploitation exists.
The damage they leave in their wake drains society of the valuable social, legal, and medical resources that must be extended in disparate attempts to heal those they have used and discarded like trash.
Moreover, when governments decriminalize or turn a blind eye to sex buying, they choose to allow the vulnerable, desperate, or reckless to become prey of the greedy, powerful, selfish, and lascivious. They choose to ensure that a pool of persons are always on supply as public sexual property. They choose to support the global supply chain of organized sexual exploitation.
Ironically, the debate about choice in prostitution is usually focused on those with the least power and control in the whole equation: the prostituting person. Those with the real power-sex buyers, pimps, corporate interests, and governments-are rarely, if ever, held accountable for their choices. Indeed, if sex buyers stopped choosing to buy sex today, the entire sex industry would disintegrate tomorrow.
Of course, no one is holding their breath waiting for that to happen. However, those who care about people in forms of organized sexual exploitation can choose to work collaboratively with prostitution survivors, social service providers, law enforcement, and policy makers, to shrink both the global supply chain of sexual exploitation by combating the demand. This is the only choice that fosters dignity, wholeness, vibrancy, and a world free from sexploitation.
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